
Fossils: Clues to the Past 
# TERM DEFINITION 
 
1 

 
Fossil 

 
The preserved remains or traces of a living thing. 
 

 
2 

 
Paleontologist 

 
A scientist who studies fossils in order to learn about ancient organisms 
 

 
3 

 
Body Fossil 

 
The actual remains of an organism, in whole or in part. 
 

 
4 

 
Trace Fossil 

 
Details preserved in rocks, including footprints, burrows, and nests. 
 

	  
Complete	  the	  organizer	  below.	  
	  

What 
Fossils 

Can Tell 
Us… 

	  
What	  an	  organism	  was	  

like	  in	  the	  past.	  	  	  
• How	  old	  it	  was…	  
• What	  it	  ate	  
• How	  	  

	  
	  
	  
What	  an	  environment	  was	  like	  
in	  the	  past.	  	  	  

• What	  was	  the	  climate	  
like?	  

	  
	  
	  
How	  the	  environment/conditions	  have	  
or	  have	  not	  changed	  over	  time.	  

• Did	  this	  are	  used	  to	  be	  under	  
water,	  in	  a	  warmer	  climate?	  
…	  etc.	  

	  
	  
	  
What	  things	  will	  be	  like	  in	  the	  
future…	  

• Organisms	  
• Environment	  

	  
	  
	  
How	  an	  organism	  has	  or	  has	  not	  
changed	  over	  time.	  

• Is	  it	  bigger/smaller	  
• Have	  it’s	  bones	  

changed	  
• Does	  it	  live	  in	  a	  

different	  type	  of	  	  
surrounding	  


